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served that if a girl is engaged too late, she will not be
able to make a good match. But it is improper for
a girl's mother to initiate a proposal. Moreover, as
mentioned, the relation between mother and daughter
is very strong. Marriage means the separation of a
girl from her parents, and the mother is therefore
usually reluctant to contemplate it. Indeed the girl
cannot be retained too long in her parents' house.
Under the patrilineal system, a woman has no rights
of inheritance to the property of her parents. Her
future, even a proper livelihood, can only be received
through marriage. A third party is thus needed for
making arrangements for the marriage. The villagers
state that match-making is a good job, because the
service is well paid.
The first step by the match-maker is to ascertain
the time of birth of the girL This is written on a red
paper with eight characters defining the year, month,
date, and hour of the birth. The parents will not
object to anyone to whom these papers are sent by the
match-maker—at least so they pretend. The match-
maker carries the paper to the family of an eligible boy
and lays it before the kitchen god. She then explains
her mission. A boy of an ordinary family usually
receives more than one such red paper at a time. Thus
his parents are able to make a choice.
The next step is for the boy's mother to bring the
red papers to a professional fortune-teller, who will
answer questions (according to a special system of cal-
culation based on the eight characters) as to the com-
patibility of the girls in question and the members of
the boy's Chia. He will suggest the relative merits
of each girl, tactfully leaving his client to express her
real attitude, and give a decision accordingly. Even

